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BCANY Will Not Host Nor Operate a Restrictive Recruiting Event  

 
 

The Basketball Coaches Association of NY (BCANY) announces they will not host nor operate an NCAA 

Division I men’s basketball Scholastic Recruiting Event in June of 2019.  

 

The sole reason for the BCANY’s decision is the restrictive criteria established by the National Federation 

of High Schools (NFHS); that only students from NFHS member schools will be allowed to participate.  

 

The NFHS members only policy, prohibits participation of high school players from any high school in New 

York City. Not allowing players from the Catholic, Private and Public Schools in New York City (over 300 

schools) to participate is unjust and wrong. 

 

BCANY is made up of coaches of all levels from throughout the State of New York. A primary function of 

BCANY is to be an advocate for all players and coaches from all schools throughout the state.   

 

BCANY could not in good conscience operate an event that leaves out a segment of New York State. In an age 

when Education is trying to be more inclusive, this NFHS action is being more exclusive.  

 

Note: The New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) has also announced they 

will not host an event. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Background 

1. The Rice Commission recommended enhancing recruiting in a scholastic environment and therefore  

new NCAA legislation established two June Scholastic Evaluation weekends. 

 

2. The NCAA tasked the National Federation of High Schools (NFHS) with establishing criteria for the 

June Scholastic Evaluation weekends.  The NFHS created criteria without collaborating with the 

National High School Basketball Coaches Association until AFTER the criteria was written. 

 

3.    The NFHS criteria restricts participation to only NFHS member schools, players and coaches. 

 

4.   NO SCHOOLS in New York City are NFHS Members, which means over 300 Catholic, Private  

and Public schools in NYC are PROHIBITED from participating in June Evaluation Events. 

 

5. The National High School Basketball Coaches Association NY requested that NFHS amend the criteria.  

The response was NO, the NFHS is standing firm on that criteria for at least this year. 

 

6. BCANY states this is RESTRICTIVE AND EXCLUSIVE criteria and therefore will not 

 host nor operate a June Scholastic Recruiting Event. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



What Are June D1 Scholastic Recruiting Events? 

New NCAA legislation allows NCAA D1 Men’s basketball coaches to evaluate high school players in a 

scholastic environment during the last two weekends in June.  These events are meant for high school players 

who have legitimate potential to play NCAA Division I Men’s Basketball.  The June Scholastic Events must be 

operated by an NFHS state athletic association and/or state basketball coaches association. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BCANY Comments: 

 We do not think it was ever the intention of the Rice Commission nor the NCAA to leave people out. 

The intent was to present an opportunity to the scholastic community to engage in the evaluation of 

prospects by college coaches in a scholastic setting.  

 

 BCANY places their focus on the players.  We believe we should be about providing and allowing 

opportunities for all scholastic players, not restricting them. The June Scholastic evaluations should be a 

great opportunity for all Division I prospect worthy high school players to hopefully attend an event in 

their own state.  

 

 BCANY through the NHSBCA consistently requested the NFHS to reconsider this particular criteria 

Unfortunately, they responded consistently, that they were going to remain firm on the criteria, 

especially in this first year.  

 

 BCANY wonders: How can the NFHS leave out ALL high school players in New York City?  

New York City has perhaps the most storied history in basketball at all levels in the nation. To 

this day, it remains a hotbed of high school basketball talent.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

New York is not alone.  

Texas, another major source of scholastic basketball talent, has just over 300 private schools and has hinted 

that they might sit these scholastic recruiting events as well. There are other states that also have a number of 

private schools, such as North Carolina and South Carolina. These and other states will be forced to make 

these decisions as well. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The bottom line: 

A significant number of scholastic basketball players are being excluded from this great opportunity.  

 

Hopefully the NFHS will alter this criteria sooner rather than later. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

State Athletic Governing Bodies: 

Every state has a scholastic athletic governing body that works with the NFHS. 

Many states have an additional scholastic body, usually organizing private schools. 

New York has four scholastic athletic governing bodies (listed below). The NHFS criteria limits participation in 

June Events to only the one organization tied in the NFHS, the others are excluded. 

 

New York State Athletic Associations / Approximate # of high schools per association: 

1. New York State Public High School Athletic Association (NYSPHSAA) - - 700+ high schools 

2. Catholic High School Athletic Association (CHSAA) - 43 high schools in New York City and Buffalo            

3. NYS Association of Independent Schools Athletic Association (NYSAISS) - 71 private high schools, mostly 

in NYC    

4. New York City Public School Athletic League (PSAL) - 270 Public high schools in NYC 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

About NHSBCA 

The National High School Basketball Coaches Association also serves as the High School Congress of the 

NABC.  Within the NHSBCA about thirty-five state basketball coaches associations and representatives of some 

states that do not have a basketball coaches association work together to improve scholastic basketball and 

scholastic coaches. The NHSBCA is the national voice for high school basketball coaches, working to foster 

high standards of professionalism and to support coaches. For additional information about the NHSBCA, visit 

www.NHSBCA.org. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

About BCANY: The Basketball Coaches Association of New York, Inc. (BCANY) is incorporated in the 

State of New York as a not-for-profit corporation. BCANY is a Service, Advocacy and Professional 

organization and proudly has members from all state athletic organizations and types of schools at all levels 

from throughout the entire state. Mission Statement: BCANY exists to promote the sport of basketball 

statewide at all levels. Further it seeks to improve the quality of coaching, foster friendship and statewide 

interaction among basketball coaches.  

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

BCANY- Basketball Coaches Association of NY, -  www.bcany.org 

NFHS –National Federation of State High School - www.nfhs.org 

NHSBCA – National High School Basketball Coaches Association, www.nhsbca.org 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

For additional information:  

 

Larry Jones, BCANY -President              Chris Russo, BCANY -Deputy Executive Director  

ljones@depewschools.org              crusso@k12mcsd.net     

Todd Rose, BCANY -Past President       Kurt Ehrensbeck, BCANY -Vice President 

trose@ws.k12.ny.us               kehrensbeck@stny.rr.com  

 

Dave Archer  BCANY  -Executive Director 

DArcher@stny.rr.com    

http://www.nhsbca.org/
mailto:DArcher@stny.rr.com

