
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fordham University lands Federation tourney for 2020-22 
 courtesy of NYSSWA 

  
The New York State Federation of Secondary School Athletic Associations has awarded 
Fordham University a three-year contract to host the season-ending Federation 
basketball tournament beginning in 2020, the organization announced recently. 

   The 2020 event will mark the first time that the tournament for representatives of the 
New York State Public High School Athletic Association, Catholic High School Athletic 
Association, Public School Athletic League and New York State Alliance of Independent 
Schools will be hosted in New York City. With the exception of a Six-year run in Albany 
beginning in 2011, the tournament has been held in Glens Falls since 1981. 

   The decision was made Sunday by representatives of the four high school sports 
organizations. who also heard presentations from the Greater Glens Falls Basketball 
Amateur Athletic Association and St. John's University. 

   The news release announcing the decision cited several factors behind the choice of 
the historic Rose Hill Gymnasium, which seats 3,200, including the overwhelming 
percentage of participating teams that come from New York City, communities in 
counties a short distance to the north or Long Island each year.  

   A total of 11 girls teams and 12 boys teams qualify for the Federation tournament 
each season.   Glens Falls recently was recommended to resume hosting the 
NYSPHSAA boys basketball tournament beginning in 2020, a decision expected to be 
made official on Feb. 1 
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Special Night in Section 9 Boy’s Basketball 
 
On December 5, 2018 a unique there was a special night in Roscoe’s “Coach” Fred  
Ahart Gymnasium.   It was a milestone night for the two opposing coaches. 
Coach Rob Gravelle of S.S. Seward HS was coaching his 500th game, while 
Roscoe’s Fred Ahart was coaching his 1,000th game. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Left: Coach Fred Ahart with Coach Rob Gravelle 
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BCANY’s Best Holiday Coaching Gear Award should go to Coach Chris 
Russo,  Boy’s Coach at Monticello HS.  Monticello hosted the 8th Annual 
Dick “Coach” O’Neill Jingle Ball Classic earlier in December. Money was 
raised for the Monticello HS Toy drive. 
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Update  ---  June D-1 Men’s Basketball Recruiting Events  
from Dave Archer, BCANY Executive Director & Director of Operations for the National High 
School Basketball Coaches Association.  

 
1. As you know the NCAA has passed new legislation that establishes two 
 weekends in June for potential Men’s Division I scholastic players to be viewed 
 by Men’s D-I Coaches.  This new legislation is for Men’s DI basketball.  The 
 viewing times and recruiting calendar did not change for potential women college 
 basketball players at this time. 
 
2. The NCAA Tasked the National Federation of State HS Associations (NFHS) 
 to develop the criteria to be used to grant approval for the new June Events. 
 
3. The NHSBCA (National High School Basketball Coaches Association, of 
 which Dave Archer is the Director of Operations) asked to be involved with the 
 initial development of the criteria,  however that opportunity was not provided.  
 Once the NFHS had completed the draft of the criteria, then it was shared with 
 the NHSBCA representatives.  One day later that criteria was discussed in a 
 meeting of representatives from the NCAA and NHSBCA.   

 
4. One of the criteria that provided immediate concern was that only players 
 from schools that are members of the National Federation of High Schools 
 will be able to participate in the new June Scholastic.  I immediately voiced 
 our concern because in New York that would leave out all Catholic Schools, 
 Private Schools and all Public Schools located in New York City.  The NFHS 
 was not willing to change that restrictive criteria. 
  
5. I have spoken with Dr. Robert Zayas, Executive Director of the NYSPHSAA 
 about the criteria.  He and I agree, as does our BCANY Executive Board, 
 that New York (NYSPHSAA and BCANY) would not organize nor host a  
 June Event under the restrictive and excluding criteria.  
 
6. Some have expressed concern that this effort is for boys only.  The NCAA 
 Rice Commission only addressed the ills and corruption in men’s basketball, 
 therefore the solutions would only affect recruiting in men’s basketball. 
 
 There is certainly discussion about making changes in the recruiting of 
 women’s in the future IF changes are needed. 
  

6. Stay tuned.  We are continuing to seek a solution to this issue.   
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NCAA Men’s Basketball Summer 2019 Recruiting Events 
 
More information on both June and July Events will be 
forthcoming. 
 
 

June:  D-I Mens Scholastic Recruiting Events 
 
Scholastic events will be held throughout the country by individual state athletic 
associations and basketball coaches associations  or collaboratively by groups of 
states.  These events will be formally announced as each event is finalized. 
 
Dates are: June 21-23 and June 28-30, 2019 (Friday 6 pm – Sunday, 4 pm each of 
those weekends) 

July: NCAA Operated Recruiting Camps 

The NCAA has selected locations and dates for its newly created youth development 
college basketball camps. The events will provide promising Division I men’s basketball 
prospects an opportunity to develop their skills while also preparing them for college 
both as a student and an athlete. 
 
The camps will be held on Division I campuses in four geographic regions, including: 
•    South Region: University of Houston  
•    Midwest Region: University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign  
•    East Region: University of Connecticut (Storrs) 
•    West Region: Grand Canyon University (Phoenix)  
 
Two three-day sessions will occur at each site location. The first session will be July 23-
25, and the second will be held July 26-28.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By joining the Basketball Coaches Association of 
New York, Inc. you automatically become a 
member of the National High School Basketball 
Coaches Association. There is NO additional fee. 
Check the website 
 

www.NHSBCA.org 
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Sub-Varsity Column –  
by Matt Donaldson, Washingtonville HS 
Boys JV Coach 

After Action Review 
 

As coaches we should always be striving to be lifelong learners.  Implementing even 
one new technique or strategy a year is a great way to continue to grow and learn.  
 
   Something I have been trying to do with my team this year is called an After Action 
Review (AAR). I came across this concept while reading the book ‘The Culture Code’ by 
Daniel Coyle.  The concept is very simple and I would imagine some coaches out there 
already do this. The day after we have a game, after our practice, we meet as a team 
and discuss things that we did well from the previous game and areas we need to 
improve on.  I told my team that this is a time to be open and honest with themselves 
and each other. Nothing that is said should be taken as a personal attack and 
everything said stays between us. I also told them that I value their feedback and 
everyone has a voice to share thoughts and ideas. 

 
I will be honest, at the first AAR the players seemed a little hesitant about 

speaking their minds.  But since that first meeting they have been able to open up more 
and now they practically run the meeting themselves with me offering guidance only 
when needed.  In the past, I would review the game with them in the locker room right 
after it ended and then pretty much move on without discussing the game anymore. 
Having the meeting the day after the game has allowed more time to reflect and gather 
thoughts.  I strongly believe having these meetings has brought us closer together and 
has given us a greater sense of trust. I really look forward to listening to what they have 
to say, it has allowed me to understand how they feel about what we are doing as a 
team.            
Note: Matt serves on the BCANY Board of Directors, representing sub-varsity coaches 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6
1 



 
 

 

BCANY’s Focus On Service 
by Chris Russo, BCANY Deputy Ex. Dir 
 
 BCANY has a wide range of activities and programs.  One of the most important is 
BCANY’s focus on providing service. As coaches in our organization, we need to use our 
platform to help others.  Basketball is a great game that brings so much enjoyment to all those 
that watch and participate.  We can also use our game to raise awareness to so many causes 
and support so many people. 
 

 Coaches are busy people, but we should never be too busy to help others.  Whether we 
organize a can drive to support a local food bank or organize a BCANY vs. Cancer event, we 
should continue to look for opportunities to serve others and teach the value and importance of 
service to our players.   BCANY benefit games are a great way to help people in your 
community and provide support to those who need it most.  If you haven’t done so already, we 
encourage you to plan/organize a benefit game before the season is finished. 
 

 There are some simple ways to get a benefit game going – you can make it as grand or 
as simple as you want.  Choose a local or national charity/organization to support, pick a game 
or tournament, put a donation box at the door, and provide some information about the 
cause/organization.  These kinds of games and events help teach our players the value of 
service, helping others, and using the game of basketball to promote healthy living, support 
those less fortunate, and/or provide monetary assistance to an organization.  The work and 
effort you and your team put in will never be wasted. 
 

 Here are some idea starters, if you are interested in creating a benefit game/tournament 
at your school: 

 Hoops for Soups:  Ask fans to bring non-perishable food items to support a local soup 
kitchen, shelter, or food bank. 

 BCANY vs. Cancer:  Host a “Pink Out” and raise awareness for a particular form of 
cancer.  Donations can be collected and given to your local hospital’s oncology unit or a 
national organization like the American Cancer Society.  Coaches can wear sneakers on 
the sideline and the players love to show-off the pink socks, sneakers, laces, etc. 

 “Slam Dunk” Bullying/Domestic Violence/Substance Abuse/Hunger/Cancer/etc.:  Use 
your platform to raise awareness in your school on particular.  Again, donations can be 
collected and sent directly to that charity. 

 Teacher Appreciation: Have your players honor their favorite 
teacher/administrator/school personnel.  Place something in your game program, have 
players escort their teacher to half-court to be recognized by your fans. 

 
 Service/Benefit games are just one way that you and your team can give back to your 
community.  Please consider hosting or creating an event at your school; thank you to all of you 
who are already participating in benefit events.  Please share your stories with us at BCANY – 
contact Dave Archer or Chris Russo with event information. Good luck this season. 
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BCANY Officers:   12/18 

 
President : Larry Jones, Depew HS, 

ljones@depew.wnyric.org 
Vice-President; Kurt Ehrnesbeck, Harpursville HS 
Past President: Todd Rose, Washingtonville HS: 
  trose@WS.k12.ny.us 
Executive Director: Dave Archer; DArcher@stny.rr.com   
Deputy Ex. Director: Chris Russo, Monticello HS; 
crusso@k12mcsd.net 

Assistant Executive Directors:  
 Ben Nelson, Section IV: bnsectionIV@stny.rr.com 
 Dave Powers, Monroe Woodbury HS  
     davepowers728@gmail.com     

  College Representatives: 

Jaycee Brooks, Cortland State, jacey.brooks@cortland.edu 
Brian Barnes, The Sage Colleges;    barneb@sage.edu 
Sarah Cartmill Fredonia (W) sarah.cartmill@fredonia.edu 
Michael T. Grosodonia II, St. John Fisher College 

mgrosodonia@sjfc.edu 
Matt Langel, Colgate U. (Men) mlangel@colgate.edu 
Mike MacDonald, Daemen College (Men) 
 mmacdona@daemen.edu 
Kyle Martin, Purchase College, (Men-Downstate)

 kyle.martin@purchase.edu  
Tom Spanbauer, Cortland State (Men –Upstate))
 Spanbauer@cortland.edu 
 
JUCO Representatives 

Chris DePew, Sullivan CC; cdepew@sullivan.suny.edu 
JUCO Women – Upstate –  
Jason Carpenter, Mohawk Valley CC, 
JCarpenter@mvcc.edu 
Larry King, SUNY Broome (Men) 
Kinglb@sunybroome.edu 
 
 

 Board of Directors: 
Section 1 

B – Bob Cimmino, Mt. Vernon HS; rcimmino@mtvernoncsd.org 
B – Steve Pursigiliotti, Hendrick Hudson HS sxp6476@gmail.com  
B -  Tyrone Carver Jr., Mamaroneck, tcarver@mamkschools.org 
G-   Kevin Metcalf, North Rockland HS;  

kmetcalf@northrockland.org 
 

Section 2 

 B-   Al Vasak, South Glens Falls; vasaka@sgfcsd.org 
 G – Joe Murphy,  Shenendehowa HS; murpjose@shenet.org  
 

Section 3 

B – Stan Evans, Rome Free Academy (ret); evanstc@aol.com 
B-  Buddy  Wleklinski, CBA; buddycba@yahoo.com 
G-  Steve Yarnell, Westhill HS; Coach.Yarnell@gmail.com  
 

        Section 4 

B –Bill Ocker, Maine Endwell; wocker@me.stier.org 
B-  Ben Nelson, Section 4; bnsectionIV@stny.rr.com 
G-  Andy Scott, Horseheads HS; ascott@horseheadsdistrict.com 
G-  Kurt Ehrensbeck, Harpursville; kehrensbeck@stny.rr.com 
 

Section 5 

B-  Ed Orman, York  CS, ehorman@yorkcsd.org  
B-  Dan Dickens,Caledonia-Mumford HS, ddickens@cal-mum.org   
G –Jeff  Parizek, Kendall HS: jparizek@kendallschools.org 
G-  Katrina Davenport, Penn Yan Academy, 
kdavenport@pycsd.org 
 

Section 6 

B -  Larry Jones, Depew HS; ljones@depew   .wnyric.org 
G-  Brian Baker, Wilson HS, bakebm46@yahoo.com   

G- Marisa Fallacaro,  Eden Central 
 

Section 7 

B-  Lee Silvernail, Schroon Lake HS:  

 Lsilvernail@slwildcats.org  
G – Vacant  
 

Section 8 

B – Joe Lores, East Rockaway HS;           
jlores@eastrockawayschools.org 
G-  Greg Mayerhofer, Floral Park HS (ret); 
gmayo1016@gmail.com 
Stan Bujacich, Wantagh, bujacichs@wantaghschools.org 
        

Section 9 

B-   Todd Rose, Washingtonville HS; trose@WS.k12.ny.us 
B-   Chris Russo, Monticello HS; crusso@k12mcsd.net 
 

Section 10 

B - Sean Backus, sbackus1@yahoo.com 
B – Bill Merna, retired; bmerna30@hotmail.com 
G – Rob Powers, Heuvelton HS, rpowers1970@aol.com 
 

Section 11 

B-   Rob Schwender, East Islip HS ; rschwend@eischools.org 
G-  Greg Flynn, Lindenhurst HS; mr.Flynn2003@yahoo.com 
 
NYC Catholic 

B – Joe McGrane, Xavier HS: mcgranej@xavierhs.org  
B-   Al Morales, Kennedy Catholic HS,    
 almorales@brewstersportscenter.com  
G-   Vacant 
 

NYS Private 

B -  Ryan Pettit, Columbia Prep; rpettit@cgps.org     
G – Ray Barile, Horace Mann; hmbgood@aol.com 
 

NYC Public 

B -  Craighton Barry, KIPP, Kippnychoops1@gmail.com 
 

At Large 
 

Mike Adey, NY Mills (ret); adey151@hotmail.com 
Paul Clune,pgclune@yahoo.com  
Warren Dart, Saratoga Springs; 

dartbball@nycap.rr.com 
Bob Dinardo, Bdteach4@aol.com  

Tom Greene, Official; GTO315@hotmail.com 
Don Kent, (retired) Msgr. McClancy HS; 
Brian Laffin,  retired 
Al Monaco; Villa Maria College  

amonaco38@gmail.com 
Matt McGinnis,Burke; 

mmcginnis@burkecatholic.org 
Dick O’Neill, Monticello HS (ret); gigipop@hvc.rr.com 
Dave Pasiak, Emeritus  
Kevin Pigott, Fordham Prep; pigottK@fordhamprep.org 

Jeff Robbins, Sackets Harbor HS; 
jrobbins@sacketspatriots.org 
Mark Woitach, retired; thehawk422002@yahoo.com 
 
Sub Varsity Representative 

Matt Donaldson, Washingtonville; 
mdonaldson@ws.k12.ny.us 
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